Introduction
In the run up to the European Parliament (EP) elections of May 2014, one of the most prominent questions is how well parties of the populist radical right (PRR) will do and,
consequently, to what extent mainstream parties will suffer defeats. The financial and economic crisis in Europe is generally assumed to have fuelled Eurosceptic sentiments and the EP elections are seen to provide an excellent forum for voters to express their discontent not only with the process of European integration, but also with political establishments more generally. Even though Eurosceptic radical left parties may also benefit from a mood of dissatisfaction, most attention seems to focus on the Eurosceptic, or Euroreject, parties of the PRR, such as the UK Independence Party, the French Front National, and the Dutch Freedom Party. 2 In this article we argue that there are indeed sufficient reasons to assume that PRR parties, in both Western Europe and postcommunist Central and Eastern countries, will fare well in the EP election. These relate to the nature of European elections, developments in public opinion (the political 'demand side'), as well as the presence of credible PRR challengers (the 'supply side'). It is questionable, however, whether the financial and economic crises have also turned
European integration into a lasting key issue in national political debates and whether the PRR's likely success in the EP elections has predictive value for elections at the national level.
European Parliament elections as 'second order' elections
One key reason to suspect that radical parties will perform considerably well in It is important to note that these figures indicate that, even in the most frequently portrayed as a foreign and undemocratic 'superstate' that threatens the native community; an argument which also relates to the populist element in the PRR ideology.
The EU is perceived as an elitist organisation and the EU's complex and opaque form of representative politics is something which populist (radical right) parties tend to oppose.
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In light of these premises, a rise in anti-EU sentiments among European publics may contribute to a more favourable opportunity structure for PRR parties, who present themselves as the defenders of the nation state and the most credible opponents of supranational elitist organisations. Furthermore, voters may be more sensitive to PRR party arguments that the national political elite is responsible for surrendering power to unelected bureaucrats in Brussels. The economic situation may also blow wind in the sails of PRR parties, even if it has been previously argued that these parties' main focus is on cultural rather than socio-economic issues. 16 Consistent with their nativist ideology, PRR parties tend to subscribe to economic protectionism and forms of 'welfare chauvinism' -the idea that welfare entitlements should be reserved for the native population. In times of crisis (and bailouts to ailing fellow Eurozone members), campaigning with a message of 'economic nationalism' may indeed yield positive electoral results.
It is important to note that, despite certain shared core features, the PRR is a rather heterogeneous party family. Whereas, for instance, in West European countries PRR parties' nativism is primarily expressed by an anti-immigration attitude, immigration hardly plays a role in the political debate of post-communist countries. Here, the PRR tends to target ethnic minority groups, with the Roma population coming across as a particular target for discrimination in the rhetoric of these parties. 
Towards a success for the populist radical right, and beyond
In this article we argued that there are three interlinked reasons to assume that populist radical right parties will fare well in the upcoming European elections. Firstly, EP elections can be seen as 'second order' elections which are conducive to the electoral success of peripheral anti-establishment parties. Secondly, due to the salience of questions related to the financial and economic crises, the future of Europe is bound to become an important theme in the campaign, and opinion polls indicate that, at least in certain 
